


 

Welcome to the first edition of our (resurrected!) parish magazine, 

Grapevine.  This continues a tradition which started here as early as 

1870 and I hope you find it a useful way of keeping in touch with all 

that is going on in our busy parish from month to month.  Initially the 

plan is to publish four magazines a year, though if it proves popular, 

perhaps we will need to increase production! 

It feels like a new beginning for not only this magazine, but perhaps a 

little for the Parish of Wanstead too, and we have certainly hit the 

ground running with a fantastic harvest supper that was organised by 

the Reach Out committee, whilst the Friends of the Parish have hosted 

some very successful events, not least our addition to the Wanstead Festival, and the 

inaugural Hallowe’en Disco, which was a sell-out.  The choir have been extremely busy, as 

choral evensong has been re-instituted once a month and the Advent Carols and Nine 

Lessons and Carols are now just around the corner.  We have also relaunched The Bridge, 

our youth club for 11-16 year-olds on Friday nights, which has proved to be very popular.  

Five of our congregation have recently been confirmed by the Bishop of Chelmsford and we 

are so pleased to welcome them as they take up their full worshipping life in the Church and 

each make an important step in their own faith journey. 

In the secular world, the end of November would seem a strange time for new beginnings.  

However, this period – starting with Advent – marks the beginning of the Church’s year, as 

we look forward in anticipation to the ultimate new beginning: that of the birth of Jesus 

Christ at Christmastide.   

This past year has seen the world grapple with seemingly ever-greater problems, as we have 

once again witnessed humankind’s capacity for inhumanity and evil, and I expect, like me, you 

may find yourself frustrated by the human race’s seeming-inability to learn from the mistakes 

of the past.  However, in bringing together a sense of grappling with the darker things in life 

and the eager anticipation of the birth of hope, the season of Advent shows us that all is not 

lost for any of us.  As Christians we believe that there is hope for the world – not just in the 

hereafter, but for everyone, right now. 

I do wish you a peaceful and contemplative Advent and, when it comes, a merry Christmas. 

With prayers and blessings for 2023, 

 

 

 

Revd James Gilder 

Priest in Charge, Parish of Wanstead  

 



 

 

Christ Church South Porch Revamp 

A brave team have been battling the elements to completely repaint the exterior 

of the south porch at Christ Church, which had looked very tired for some time.  

This work, involving as it did a large quantity of blue paint and a fairly decent 

supply of beer, commenced in June and was completed in October.  Many thanks 

to Phil Carnelly, Gary Owen, John Garlick, Neil Hepworth and Ed Fosbrook for 

all their hard work.  Whilst the south porch is not normally used as the church 

entrance, its visibility from Christ Church Green and the fact that hundreds of 

people pass by it each week, mean that what it looks like really matters.  The fact 

that church members were willing to do this work themselves has saved the 

Parish several thousand pounds – cause for much rejoicing!  Photos: before, during, 

and after painting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanstead Festival 

This year the Parish played a part in both Open House and the Wanstead Festival, 

with the latter being postponed due to the sad death of HM Queen Elizabeth II.  

Local artists displayed their work in Christ Church, which also played host to 

several local musicians who performed during the day of the Festival, organised 

by Sue Fitzgerald who was also one of the performers.  St Mary’s hosted the 

ever-popular crypt tours, plus The Lost Palace: a special concert about Wanstead 

House. 

 

 



All Saints and All Souls 

The Parish celebrated All Saints and All Souls in style, with parishioners being 

asked by Revd Olive and Fr James to nominate their own modern-day saints.  

The choir sang several items at the well-attended bereavement service at St 

Mary’s, and we enjoyed cheese and wine afterwards as people came together to 

chat.  During the day, children and adults enjoyed a Hallowe’en disco at the 

Parish Halls, with an appearance from the Rector as Count Dracula.  A bit of 

harmless fun was had by all, helping to raise much-needed funds for our church 

fabric repairs and planned improvements (once we get through the repairs!). 

 

Fr Richard’s 75th Birthday 

Congratulations to Fr Richard Wyber on turning 75, and on his semi-retirement 

from priestly duties in the Parish.  Fr Richard was presented with a voucher for 

the Landmark Trust, properties belonging to which he and his wife Jean enjoy 

holidaying in.  The gift was not only intended as a birthday present, but as 

recognition of the extremely dedicated service given to this Parish over more 

than 15 years by this excellent priest.  Whilst Fr Richard may not be taking quite 

as many services in future, this is certainly not in any way a ‘good-bye’.  Indeed, 

Fr Richard will continue to be a much-valued member of our clergy team. 

 

New Children and Families Worker 

Welcome to Clare Reeves, who joins us as our new Children and Families 

Worker.  Clare will also be working with St Gabriel’s, Aldersbrook and St 

Mary’s, Woodford to help us all to make as 

much contact with children and families as 

possible, and to develop our practice.  Clare 

grew up in Woodford and she has a long 

association with Wanstead.  Three 

generations of her family have worshipped 

at St Mary’s, Woodford and she has many 

years’ experience in the Girl Guiding 

movement, as well as in a range of third 

sector jobs.  We welcome her and look 

forward to getting to know her better over 

the coming months!  

 



Goodbye Fr Tom 

Fr Tom Britt, curate at Wanstead from 2018-22, has 

already said goodbye once.  However, since the end of his 

curacy he has been helping Fr James and the clergy team 

to cover all the services and other ministerial duties.   

In what is happy news for him, but sad news for the 

Parish, Tom will be leaving us for pastures new after 

Christmas, as he has now found permanent employment 

as a hospital chaplain.  Fr Tom has been seminal in helping to start up The Bridge 

youth group again, and we will definitely miss his abilities at erecting ping pong 

tables and helping sort out the tuck shop!  He has provided sterling support and 

we shall miss him a great deal.  However, Tom’s new job is in Romford so he will 

not be far away, and we very much hope he will not be a stranger to the Parish. 

 

New Sacristan for Christ Church 

A big thank you to Ann Corne (pictured, L, with Carry 

Green, at the Harvest Supper) who has stepped 

forward to be sacristan at Christ Church.  Ann will 

be joining Lynette Baptiste, sacristan at St Mary’s, as 

they work together to ensure that our churches have 

the right linen, vestments and altar frontals, that the 

silver is gleaming, and so much more.  Thank you to 

both for all the work you put in, so often behind the 

scenes but appreciated by many nonetheless. 

 

Harvest Supper in aid of Mill Grove 

St Mary’s played host to September’s harvest supper.  Seventy people were 

hosted in the church yard, using the new tables and chairs that have been 

purchased this year.  We enjoyed a hearty bring and share meal, a bar, a quiz and 

a raffle, as well as live music from Fr Martyn, Fr James, and Lee on drums.   Over 

£500 was raised for local charity Mill Grove, who help children and families who 

do not have a home.  There was also an opportunity to say goodbye to Fr Martyn 

and to thank him for all the hard work he has done in this Parish since the 

departure of Fr Jack. 

 



Flower Festival and Memorial Service for HM Queen Elizabeth II 

Christ Church was suitably full with a 

congregation of 300, for a memorial 

service for Her Late Majesty, Queen 

Elizabeth II.  The service, which 

incorporated the results of the 

fabulous flower displays created by 

the arrangers of the Parish, and held 

on the evening before the Late 

Queen’s funeral, was attended by all 

local councillors as well as the Deputy 

Mayor and representatives from local groups.  Both churches were open all week 

for members of the public to lay flowers and sign condolence books.   

 

The bells were tolled for several hours 

over the course of the week at both 

churches, and it is estimated that the 

combined footfall through the doors 

was more than one thousand over the 

course of the week.  The condolence 

books have now been sent to His 

Majesty the King, and we have recently 

received a letter of thanks from 

Buckingham Palace. 

 

 

Junior Church 

Junior Church has had a revamp and is now being run at the 9am service at 

Christ Church.  We have had good numbers this month and it has been great to 

see our young people returning each week.  All young people 5+ are welcome 

and we meet in the Parish Halls at the start of the service, finishing ready to 

receive communion with everyone else. 

 

 

 

 



Wanstead Confirmations at Chelmsford Cathedral 

Hearty congratulations to Jane Elliot, Paul Curtis, Liam Cooper-Van Cleef, James 

Boast and Nicky Blewitt, who were confirmed at the diocesan confirmations at 

Chelmsford Cathedral on the 20th November.  It is wonderful that these five 

adults have decided to take this step on their own journey in faith.  Confirmation 

is a service where the candidates actively choose to confirm their own belief in 

the faith that was handed down to them in Baptism.  This was traditionally the 

step that people would take before they were admitted to receive Holy 

Communion.  All five of Nicky, James, Liam, Paul and Jane (pictured here with 

their families and the Bishop of Chelmsford) are active and hugely-valued 

members of our congregation, and we pray for them and all who love them, as 

they continue their journey in the Christian faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Reinstated at 10:30am! 

In what is possibly the greatest success of the year, we now have a full coffee rota 

for the 10:30am Sunday service at Christ Church, so we now offer coffee and 

fellowship after all our Sunday and midweek services at both churches.  A big 

thank you to those of you who have signed up to help, and an even bigger thank 

you to Sue Fitzgerald who cajoled, pleaded, arm-twisted and even prayed until 

this was complete! 

 



Remembrance Sunday 

Services were held at both churches to mark 

Remembrance Sunday, with the choir and 

servers in attendance at the 12:30pm civic 

service at the War Memorial, which was led 

by Fr James in conjunction with clergy from 

other denominations within the local area.  Fr 

Richard led the service at the Snaresbrook 

Memorial on Armistice Day, whilst Fr James 

led a similar service for Wanstead Church 

School, at which Zach Hawkes played the 

Last Post and Reveille.  At the civic service, 

the wreath was laid by Marjorie Gadd.  

Thanks must go to Ann Cheetham for all her 

work in selling poppies once again this year – 

her fiftieth year as a poppy seller for the 

Royal British Legion!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Engelskirchen Visit 

In conjunction with our friends from the URC, the Parish has enjoyed a long and 

fruitful partnership with Engelskirchen Church in Germany.  This October, a 

number of the Engelskirchen congregation braved long queues at the Channel 

Tunnel and awful weather to visit Wanstead, and presented us with a beautiful 

paschal candle, for which Alan Dowers has now created a very impressive oak 

holder.  We hope to make the return trip next year. 

  



Licensing Service for Fr James 

Christ Church was the venue for Fr James’s licensing service.  Due to a delay in 

the Rectory being ready, the choir were drafted in to redecorate for him on the 

Monday, ready for him to move in on the Wednesday before being licensed on 

the Thursday, by Lynne, Bishop of Barking.  The choir sang a piece from The 

Messiah, the Forget Me Not choir also sang a Taize chant and the Archdeacon of 

West Ham preached a memorable sermon based on Fr James’s love of sailing on 

the Norfolk broads, in his beloved boat, Cirrus.   

During the service a number of elements were presented to Fr James, including 

the keys to the church, a very hefty Bible and what was meant to be a small 

holding cross.  However, due to a mix-up, no such cross was available, and rather 

a large crucifix had to be lifted off the wall at the last minute, to the bemusement 

of Archdeacon Elwin, who nonetheless continued unfazed!  A wonderful party 

was enjoyed afterwards including a specially-made cake, and the last partygoers 

finally left the Rectory in the early hours.  People were heard to comment that it 

showed the best of Wanstead, and Fr James was inclined to agree. 

  



 

 

Thurs 1st    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 4th  9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

ADVENT 2  10:30am Morning Prayer  Christ Church 

    11am  Sung Eucharist  St Mary’s 

    6pm  Jazz Vespers   Christ Church 

 

Weds 7th   10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

    6:30pm CHRISTINGLE   Christ Church 

    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 8th    10:30pm Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 11th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

ADVENT 3  10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

    11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 14th   10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 15th   10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 18th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

ADVENT 4  10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

    6:30pm CAROL SERVICE  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 21st   8pm  Compline & Music   St Mary’s 

Thurs 22nd   10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

Sat 24th    4pm  CRIB SERVICE  Christ Church 

CHRISTMAS EVE 6pm  FAMILY MASS  Christ Church 

    11:30pm MIDNIGHT MASS  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 25th   10am  All Age Eucharist  St Mary’s 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

Weds 28th   8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 29th   10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 



 

 

Sunday 1st   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

CHRISTMAS 1  11am  Sung Eucharist  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 4th   8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 5th    10:30pm Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 8th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

EPIPHANY  10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

    11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

    6:30pm Choral Evensong  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 11th    10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 12th    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 15th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

EPIPHANY 2  10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

  

Weds 18th    10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

8pm  Compline    St Mary’s 

Thurs 19th    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 22nd   9:30am All Age Eucharist  Christ Church 

EPIPHANY 3  11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

    5:30pm Youth Eucharist  Christ Church 

 

Weds 25th    10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 26th    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 29th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

CANDLEMAS  10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

    11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

     

  

 



 

 

Weds 1st    10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 2nd    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 5th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

3rd BEFORE LENT 10:30am Morning Prayer  Christ Church 

11am  Sung Eucharist  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 8th    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 9th    10:30pm Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 12th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

2nd BEFORE LENT 10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

    11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

    6:30pm Choral Evensong  St Mary’s 

 

Weds 15th    8pm  Compline   St Mary’s 

Thurs 16th    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 19th   9am  Family Eucharist  Christ Church 

1st BEFORE LENT 10:30am Sung Eucharist  Christ Church 

  

Weds 22nd   10am  Little Angels   Christ Church 

ASH WEDNESDAY 11am  Eucharist with Ashing St Mary’s 

    6pm  Eucharist with Ashing Christ Church  

8pm  Compline    St Mary’s 

Thurs 23rd    10:30am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

 

Sunday 26th   9:30am All Age Eucharist  Christ Church 

LENT 1   11am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

    5:30pm Youth Eucharist  Christ Church 

 

 

KEEP A LOOK-OUT FOR DETAILS OF 

DAYTIME & EVENING LENT GROUPS 

  



 

See parish website for booking details of all events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FORTHCOMING 

FRIENDS EVENTS: 
 

MERRY QUIZMAS:  

SOLD OUT! 
 

BURNS NIGHT: 

Fri 27th January 2023, 7:30pm 

Parish Hall 

A fun-filled evening of haggis, a piper 

and dancing. 
 

ROCK ME BABY: 

Sun 5th March 2023, 2-4pm 

Parish Hall 

Our ever-popular toddler disco, 

with licensed bar for parents! 

 

 

FORTHCOMING  

REACH OUT EVENTS: 
 

WANSTEAD CAROL 

CRAWL: 

Thurs 22nd December 2022, 

Starting 7pm at The George 

Join the Parish Choir and friends as 

we sing carols around the pubs of 

Wanstead, fundraising for 

Centrepoint and enjoying some beers 

along the way. 
 

PANCAKE PARTY: 

Sun 19th Feb, 5:30pm 

Parish Hall 

Pancake races and lots of toppings, 

for people of all ages. 

CHURCH CLEANING:  

WHO KNEW IT’D BE THIS FUN? 

Groups meet regularly to clean 

Christ Church (Fri am) and St 

Mary’s (Sat am).  It’s a surprisingly 

fun way to have a chat and get out 

of the house, and we stop for a few 

refreshments on the way.  Please 

do come down and lend a hand! 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH: 

During Christ Church 9am 

service, in the Parish Hall 

Junior Church is for young people 

aged 5-11 years old.  We do fun 

activities and look at the Gospel 

passage for the week, before re-

joining church to receive 

communion.  All are welcome! 



 

 

Baptisms: 

7/10 Stirling Jack 

9/10 Luca Mitu  

23/10 Jasper Roessler-Wills 

20/11 Theodore Jackson 

20/11 Natalia Jackson 

27/11 Rafe Tierney 

 

Weddings: 

8/10 Olivia Cocker & Stirling Jack  

12/11 Ruby Elgram & Edward O’Neill (pictured)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forget-me-nots started in July 2021 when a couple of Covid sufferers who were 

having trouble breathing had a singing lesson with Alison Wells to help their 

symptoms.  Singing in a choir has been shown to have great health benefits, 

physical and mental. From our small start, other people joined and we now meet 

every week on Wednesdays in St Mary’s Church from 4-5pm.   

 

We’re a very friendly group, now numbering around 15-20 singers and are lucky 

to have Andy Richardson on piano and Fr James Gilder joining us too, with both of 

them taking practice when Alison isn’t available.  Rehearsals are great fun and we 

sing a very wide range of music from Bach to the Beatles, some sacred music, 

some great American songs, folk songs and sea shanties.  You name it, we’ll give it 

a go!  We have appeared at the Nine Lessons and Carols Service, the licensing 

service for Fr James, and the annual tea party for senior members of the Parish. 

New members are always most welcome, and no musical experience or skill is 

needed.  Just turn up on Wednesdays at St Mary’s at 4pm or email 

alisongwells@me.com   

We look forward to welcoming you! 

 



 

 

 

Our Parish Christmas Appeal 2022 is on behalf of the charity, Centrepoint. 
 

This charity was founded by Revd Kenneth Leech, and set up its first shelter in 
a Soho church on 16 December 1969.  It was named Centrepoint in response to 

the building Centre Point being seen as an "affront to the homeless" for being left 
empty to make money for a property developer.  In 1986, a city broker, Richard 
Lester, on being asked for money for a cup of coffee by a homeless man, Martin 

Shaw, gave him £5,000.  Shaw used this money to start Centrepoint's first 
dedicated hostel with over 100 beds.  Centrepoint opened its first 
accommodation service outside London in Consett, County Durham, on 7 
October 2005.  Diana, Princess of Wales, was formerly Centrepoint's patron and 

its current Patron is her son, the Prince of Wales.  
 

Through its accommodation, Centrepoint provides approximately 1,200 bed 
spaces nationwide.  Additional support services include a skills and employability 

team and a mental health team. Specialists within the skills and employability team 
help support young people back into education, training or employment, and the 
teaching of life skills. Centrepoint also runs volunteering schemes, such as 
mentoring, which pairs a person with a young person for 12 months. It currently 

works with almost 100 mentors. 
 

You can donate to Centrepoint at our Christmas services and through 
the Wanstead Carol Crawl (details on the Coming Soon page of this 

magazine). 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soho
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_Point
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Durham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana,_Princess_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William,_Prince_of_Wales


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Office  

(situated at Christ Church): 

For all general enquiries. 

Open: Mon, Tues, Wed 9am-3pm Fri 9am-

1pm (term time only - please see weekly 

email for opening hours during school 

holidays). 

 

Parish Manager: Lorraine Bucknall 

wansteadparishadmin@uwclub.net 

Tel: 020 8530 8743 

 

Priest in Charge: 

For all pastoral enquiries. 

Revd James Gilder, J.P., M.A. Cantab 

The Rectory, 37 Wanstead Place 

jbgilder@hotmail.com 

Tel: 07729 109638 

Day off: Monday 

 

Baptisms & Weddings: 

Jan Andrews 

jan.m.andrews@btinternet.com 

Tel: 07941 525509 

 

Halls Bookings: 

Halls Manager: Lauren Johnson 

parishhallwanstead@uwclub.net 

Tel: 07861 215032 

 

Assistant Clergy:  

(Available via Parish Office) 

Revd Olive Thursby 

Revd Tom Britt (until Dec 31st) 

Revd Richard Wyber (retired with PtO) 

 

 
 

www.wansteadparish.org 

Contactable via the Parish Office: 

 

Parish Wardens:   

Ralph Hall, Barbara Hepworth 

PCC Secretary:  Sue Oldham 

PCC Treasurers:  James Paterson, 

Djaama Davis 

Gift Aid Secretary:  Jill Steggle 

Social Media:  Sian Paterson 

Bellringers:  Robert Wallis 

Parish Choir:  c/o Rev’d James Gilder 

Organist:  Joe Waggott 

Sacristans:  Lynette Baptiste (St 

Mary’s), Ann Corne (Christ Church) 

Forget-Me-Nots Choir:  

Alison Wells 

Children and Families: Clare Reeves 

Little Angels:  Revd Olive Thursby 

Prayer Group:  Mark Taylor 

Tin in a Bin Food Collections: 

James Paterson 

Reach-Out Committee: 

Beryl Darling 

Flowers:  Beryl Darling 

Friends of Wanstead Parish:   

Peter Schaefer  

Youth Club & Junior Church: 

Red Balloon Foundation 

Deanery Synod:  Jenny Griffiths 

Church School:  Natalie Denchfield 

(Head teacher) 

 

 

The Parish is committed to safeguarding 

all, particularly children and vulnerable 

adults.  Our Safeguarding Officer is 

Gary Vickers and he can be contacted 

by email on gvickers5886@yahoo.com 


